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The Analog Cut Off is coming!  

1080i is dead! ð as a display technology  

Plasma ð assumed dead ð but definitely not!  

Big ð still big! ð in displays  

Slim ð even  bigger!  

Free Trade ð in the USA!  

130,000 folks ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /9{Ω мΦур Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ нтлл 

companies launched 20,000 of their latest innovations. 

The Analog Turn Off. 

Despite chatter in the press to the contrary FCC chairman Kevin Martin said in a 

wide-ranging International CES Industry Insiders event that the Feb. 17, 2009, 

ŀƴŀƭƻƎ ŎǳǘƻŦŦ ǿŀǎ ŀ άƘŀǊŘ ŘŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǿŀy he could envision it changing 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ Ψ²ŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎΦΩέ 

The full event can be viewed at http://www.cesweb.org/about_ces/multimedia.asp  

A number of companies showed digital-to-analog set top boxes which are to be available in the next 30 

days. Dish Network and others are selling the boxes for $40 ς the same value as the government funded 

rebate program. 

EchoStar ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ /b9¢Ωǎ IƻƳŜ ±ƛŘŜƻ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ /9{έ award for the TR-50, a digital-to-

analog converter box. The feature-packed box includes a DVR that will record free 

over-the-air broadcasts of HDTV, a 7-day program guide to schedule recordings, an Ethernet connection 

for Internet functions and more. The TR-50 is the enhanced version of the stripped-down TR-40, a 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜǊ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ b¢L!Ωǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜǊ ŎƻǳǇƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢w-50 offers a 

ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ όƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ want) cable or satellite service. 

Public service announcements are airing in many markets ς 

but some stations are still not doing themselves any favors 

ς HD logos appear on SD channels, HD content is centre cut 

on the SD channels and so does not offer any differentiation from the SD programming. 2 stations in Las 

Vegas are examples of this confusing marketing effort. Channel 8 has HD logos on everything (promos, 

mics, etc.); is actually on digital channel 7 for HD and centre cuts their news for SD. 

1080i is no longer available in display units. All manufacturers are offering only 720p 

and 1080p native displays. It is a function of manufacturing costs and complexities, the 

improved ability of the video processors to convert interlaced signals to progressive 

and ǘƻ ΨǳǇ-ǊŜǎΩ ƭƻǿŜǊ ΨǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

 

http://www.fcc.gov/
http://www.cesweb.org/about_ces/multimedia.asp
http://www.multichannel.com/article/CA6521793.html


Plasma is not dead! In fact several manufacturers have rejuvenated the technology. Plasma offers a 

superior picture in some key areas ς motion reproduction has always been better and that was 

demonstrated by several manufacturers who sell both ς and response time has never been a problem 

with plasma. New plasmas are brighter, slimmer (24.7mm), more power efficient and already have the 

deep blacks that LCD is getting close to achieving. Panasonic showed Plasmas with improved contrast, 

anti-reflective screens, and lead-free panels rated at 100,000 hours. They are opening a 5th plasma 

factory with capacity of 1M sets per month! 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ biggest display is Panasonic which 

unveiled a new 150 inch Plasma TV. The TV offers 2160×4096 

resolution, totaling almost 9 million pixels -  Spectacular.  

Perhaps the most pervasive marketing was all 

about display thickness / thinness. New slimmer 

models were everywhere. Hitachi claimed the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƴŜǎǘ ǇƭŀǎƳŀ at 1.5 inch in a слέ 

diagonal display. ¢ƘŜƛǊ онέ [/5 ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ Φтрέ  

 

 

 

Lots of talk about Free Trade. The CEA wants to encourage free trade as they see the rest of the world as 

ŀ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦{ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ C¢ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǊǳΦ ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

fŜŀǊ ƛǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎέ said Gary Shapiro Pres/CEO CEA. The USΩ largest export sector is high-

tech ς 21% of total goods exported. Columbia, Panama and Korea are next on the list.  

Displays 

There is a surprising amount of other news in the display category.  

The much anticipated OLED technology was in evidence. Sony is currently 

shipping an ммέ OLED model XEL-1 selling for $2500. It is on a cute stand 

and is targeted for executive desks.  Sony also showed a prototype нтέ 

version which is 10mm thick and has 1,000,000:1 contrast ratio. Samsung 

showed a омέ h[95. 

There are reports of a couple of laser lit displays. Mitsubishi Electric Corp. revealed its creation at a 

splashy event at a Palms Hotel nightclub. At a smaller venue SpectronIQ 3D Inc., which specializes in 3D 

technology for gaming, had on view a laser TV. Both sets have a depth measurement equivalent to 

existing rear projectors. Mitsubishi's laser TV is expected to go on sale this year. No pricing yet but they 

will likely be competitive with similar-size LCD flat-panel sets. 

LG featured wireless HDTV όǳǇ ǘƻ срΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅύ ǳǎƛƴƎ 802.11n technology. Panasonic, 

Samsung and others also featured wireless connectivity. 



Many manufacturers showed LCD displays with 120Hz frame 

refresh rates. This technology significantly enhances the 

ability of the device to show smooth motion. Olevia and 

Panasonic had very useful demonstrations to demonstrate 

the advantages. The projection technology DLP showed 

240Hz! 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǘΦ With the right connector and software several manufacturers showed internet 

connectivity on displays. Not the full World Wide Web but usually some kind of aggregated feed or RSS 

stream designated by the setsΩ manufacturer. Some offered YouTube access; others news, weather, 

stocks; others a deeper program guide.  {ƘŀǊǇΩǎ Aquos Net users can access the Aquos Advantage Live 

tool, which provides online customer support with the ability to have Sharp agents connect to the TV 

and remotely optimize picture quality or diagnose problems. 

DLP (technology used by several manufacturers including Samsung) 

demonstrated 3-D HDTV and LED-lit displays with 500,000:1 contrast ratios. A 

DualView DLP system allows two different pictures for different viewers on one 

screen simultaneously! And the new slimmer and lighter rear projectors have 

Ψǿŀƭƭ-mounting solutionsΩ. 

 

Prices continue to drop in all categories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3D displays were featured on many stands. Some use active glasses - ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴȅΦ              

3D Displays let the viewer experience movies, animations, games or other visual content with 

entertaining out-of-screen and depth effects. Several studios are producing or re-purposing content for 

3D release. While 3D has been around for many years it may be that the technology and the potential 

audiences are finally in sync. 3D network events and full time 3D specialty channels may not be too far 

off. 

In a related story; Imax and AMC will rollout 50 new digital 3D screens world-wide in July with an 

additional 50 by the end of 2010. They have several decent titles currently in 3D production. 




